
About Us 

The Southern California Rotorcra  Associa on (prev. PHPA) is a member 
oriented organiza on that has been represen ng the interests of our 
membership in California since the mid‐1960’s. SoCal Rotors represents a 
diverse and dynamic group of helicopter pilots and operators which range 
from newly cer ficated pilots to aviators that earned their wings decades 
ago. 

We would like to invite all pilots ‐ professional and recrea onal ‐ to join 
our ranks, get involved with issues affec ng our industry, network with 
other pilots, and help us to help you. 

 

Our Mission 

Promote safety and understanding among helicopter pilots; Coordinate 
efforts towards improving communica ons, methods of opera on within 
the airspace system, or any other area that will contribute to the safety 
and educa on of all pilots; Provide a forum for iden fying and seeking 
resolu on to local problems of interest to the membership; Promote com‐
munity rela ons between the public and the helicopter industry. 

 

For more informa on, please visit us at socalrotors.org 

 

SoCal Rotors Execu ve Officers 

Jim Davidson, President 
Tony Byrnes, Vice President 
Morrie Zager, Secretary 
Jim Paules, Treasurer  
 

Special thanks to: 

Edward Story, Contribu ng editor 
Pat Carey, Contribu ng editor 
Kat Byrnes, Graphics 



The Southern California Rotorcra  Associa on is raising awareness about 
current noise issues in the Los Angeles and South Bay areas. This is in re‐
sponse to recent ci zen ac vism that has gained the a en on of members of 
Congress and has resulted in legisla on direc ng the Secretary of the Depart‐
ment of Transporta on to take ac on to reduce the noise impact of helicop‐
ter opera ons. 

 

This legisla on gives the Secretary one year to demonstrate a substan al 
improvement toward lowering the noise impact of helicopters in Los Angeles 
County. The helicopter community has un l January 2015 to make this hap‐
pen. If this is not accomplished, then the legisla on directs the Secretary to 
begin the regulatory process to regulate helicopter routes, al tudes, and 
opera ons to reduce noise.SoCal Rotors has produced this flyer to inform its 
members and the Southern California helicopter community of this pending 
threat of regula on, and the detrimental impact to all helicopter opera ons. 
No operator, civil or public, is exempted. 

 

SoCal Rotors and the FAA are calling on all Southern California helicopter 
pilots and operators to get involved and get educated.  

 

 Chief Pilots, Directors of Opera ons, and owners are needed to 
embrace noise sensi vity and make noise abatement an  
opera onal policy  

 CFI’s are needed to educate their students and lead as role  
models in noise abatement prac ces and educa on  

 Professional and recrea onal pilots are needed to embrace fly 
neighborly and noise abatement prac ce 

 

 

 

Copyright © Southern California Rotorcra  Associa on 2022.  May be used 
for educa onal purposes. All others by permission. 

Educa on 

 

Federal Avia on Administra on 
Los Angeles Helicopter Noise Ini a ve final report (2013) 
h ps:// nyurl.com/2egn3rh2 

 

Helicopter Associa on Interna onal ‐ Fly Neighborly training 
h ps://www.rotor.org/Resources.aspx 

 

Southern California Rotorcra  Associa on 
h ps://www.socalrotors.org/ 

 

Airport and Route Noise Abatement Procedures 
Los Angeles Helicopter Route Chart 

 

Airport Specific Published Procedure 

KFUL ‐ Fullerton Airport 
h ps:// nyurl.com/2zfrz3h4 

KLGB ‐ Long Beach Airport 
h ps://www.longbeach.gov/lgb/resources/noise‐abatement/ 

KSMO ‐ Santa Monica Airport 
h ps:// nyurl.com/2zbxrkk6 

KSNA ‐ John Wayne Airport 
h ps:// nyurl.com/2ppzvwmd 

KTOA ‐ Torrance Airport 
h ps:// nyurl.com/yye2ljfg 

KVNY ‐ Van Nuys Airport 
h ps://www.lawa.org/lawa‐environment/noise‐management/van‐nuys 

WHP ‐ Whiteman Airport 
h ps:// nyurl.com/2qgabs38 

 



‐ not for naviga on ‐ 

KTOA – Torrance Airport 

 

Noise Sensi ve Areas:  

 Neighborhoods surrounding the airport  

 Palos Verdes peninsula  

 Shoreline from LAX to San Pedro 

 

Recommenda ons:  

 Follow Fly Neighborly guidelines  

 Maintain noise appropriate al tudes when climbing above and overflying 
the Palos Verdes peninsula  

 Fly higher  

 Limit hovering  

 Limit orbi ng 

Learn more...  

 Take or review the HAI fly neighborly cours  

 Fly Neighborly  

 A end upcoming Safety and Noise Educa on Seminars  

 Learn where the noise sensi ve areas are located  

 Learn the noise characteris cs of the helicopter you fly  

 Get Ac ve in SoCal Rotors! 

 

Coming Soon:  Helicopter Noise Training Seminars 

SoCal Rotors is developing training seminars to bring the helicopter com‐
munity together toward the twin goals of:  

 Substan ally reducing the impact of helicopter noise, and  

 Demonstrate to legislators that we can accomplish this through 
the proac ve and voluntary efforts of the helicopter community 
at large. 

The importance of these goals cannot be overemphasized. 
 

About This Flyer 

Por ons of the Los Angeles Helicopter Chart have been used in this flyer to 
depict noise sensi ve areas. Noise abatement recommenda ons in those 
areas are provided for reference and are depicted in yellow, but it should 
be noted that: 

This document is for reference only and should not be interpreted as re‐
stric ve in nature. 

SoCal Rotors advocates the rights of pilots and operators to conduct their 
flights in accordance with AA regula ons. The associa on also advocates 
the responsible applica on of noise mi ga on procedures and prac ces, 
to lessen the impact of helicopter noise on the community. To that end, 
we have a responsibility to Fly Neighborly as much as possible. 



KVNY ‐ Van Nuys Airport 

 

Six (6) Arrival and Departure Routes  

North: Balboa, Tracks, Sa coy 
South: Bull Creek, Basin 
East: Stagg 

 

 Must use these routes when opera ng at KVNY 

 Directly overfly streets or tracks 

 Follow the curvature of streets, do not offset or cut corners 

 

Al tudes 

Arrivals – 1300 . MSL to the airport boundary 
Departures – Climb to 1300 . MSL prior to depar ng airport property 

 

 

Reference:  Los Angeles Helicopter Route Chart 

‐ not for naviga on ‐ 

‐ not for naviga on ‐ 

KLAX Industrial Transi on 

 

Noise Sensi ve Areas:  

 City of El Segundo between Sepulveda Blvd. and the shoreline, south of 
KLAX and north of the Chevron Refinery.  
 City of Hawthorne and por ons of Del Aire from Avia on Blvd. to Ingle‐
wood Blvd., south of Imperial Ave. and north of Redondo Beach Blvd. 

Northbound Transi on:  

 Enter abeam the Green Line train sta on at Redondo Beach Blvd. at 900 . 
MSL  
 Offset west of the tracks and follow the Green Line while climbing to 1500 

. MSL  
 Offset west to join Sepulveda Blvd. south of the 105 Fwy. 

Southbound Transi on:  

 Crossing the 105 Fwy at 1500 . MSL, offset east to join the Green Line 
tracks,  
 Offset to the west side of the tracks  
 Descend to 900 . MSL  
 At the Green Line train sta on and Redondo Beach Blvd., transi on to the 
405 Fwy 

More:  h ps://www.socalrotors.org/noise 



‐ not for naviga on ‐ 

KSMO – Santa Monica Airport 

Arrivals  
All arrivals from North and South over midfield  
900 . MSL un l airport boundary  
Descend over the airport or business park to the north taxiway 

Departures  
All departures from the runway 
Runway 21  
 Overfly the en re length of the runway to the end  
 Offset to the south, to overfly the Golf Course 
 Maintain heading to the shoreline  
 Make turns at the shoreline 
Runway 3 
 Maintain runway heading to the 405 Fwy 

Curfew  
No Engine Starts  
 Monday ‐ Friday between 11:00 pm and 7:00 am 
 Weekends between 11:00 pm and 8:00 am  
Arrivals permi ed 24 hrs. per day  
Voluntary Curfew requested during same hours  
Arrivals between 9:00 pm and 7:00 am are strongly discouraged  
Flight Training is prohibited 
 
KSMO Noise Abatement Procedures:  h ps:// nyurl.com/2zbxrkk6 

‐ not for naviga on ‐ 

Ge y Center to Griffith Park 

Landmarks 

1. Ge y Center 
2. West Hollywood 
3. Hollywood Bowl  
4. Ford Theater  
5. Hollywood Hills 
6. Hollywood Sign 
7. Griffith Park and Observator 
 

Hollywood Bown & Ford Theater 

 White strobe lights mark the area during concerts  

 Depicted on the Los Angeles Helicopter Route Chart 11th Ed.  

 Avoid this area when strobes are flashing  

 Check for NOTAMS 

 Check websites for performance dates and mes  

 Hollywood Bowl ‐ hollywoodbowl.com 

 Ford Theater ‐ fordtheatres.org 

 
Recommenda ons:  

 Follow Fly Neighborly guidelines  

 Fly higher  

 Limit hovering  

 Limit orbi ng 


